RULES FOR STUDENTS FOLLOWING 

THE MA (ISSS) COURSE BY DISTANCE TUITION

A. DEFINITION 

1. For the purpose of these rules, 


(a) a ’distance tuition student’ (hereunder the student) is a person who registers for the course leading to the MA(ISSS) by following a distance tuition course.


(b) a “study unit tutor" is that person engaged by the University of Malta to tutor the student and to oversee his/her progress for a particular study unit. 


(c) a “dissertation supervisor” is that person engaged by the University of Malta to offer guidance to a particular student relating to the preparation and writing of the dissertation. 


(d) a “mentor” is that person engaged by the University of Malta to offer guidance to a particular student relating to the overall MA programme and to oversee the student’s progress. 

B. TUTOREDCOMPONENT


2. The study unit tutor/s will set an assignment consisting of a number of questions, covering the syllabus of that study unit, to be answered in essay form by the student. 
3. If there is more than one  tutor involved in the study unit, the questions will be set by the different tutors, in proportion to the load of the different tutors.   

4. The tutor/s concerned are to (a) assist the student when the latter has queries relating to the questions set (b) suggest literature to enable the student to answer the questions set  and (c) help the student procure the literature in connection with the questions set, provided that any expenses involved in the purchase of publications are borne by the student himself/herself. 
5. The student will be expected to answer 6 questions for every 2 ECTS assigned to a particular study unit, by writing an essay of at least 2,000 words (excluding references and appendices) in reply to each question. 

6. The questions set by the tutor/s are to be sent to the student in the first 2 weeks of the semester during which that study unit is offered.

7. The student will be expected to submit the answers to the questions set, by the end of the semester during which the study unit is offered (i.e. by 31 January or 30 June). If the student does not send the answers to the questions in time, the student will be given a grace period of up to 2 months (i.e. up to 31 March or 31 August), at the discretion of the tutor. If the student does not submit the answers to the distance tuition questions by the end of the grace period, the grade assigned will be F. 

8. The mark assigned to the distance tuition questions for a particular study unit is to be given a 30 % weight the final grade in connection with the credit of that study unit. 

C. WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS
9. Students are to sit for a written examination in connection with each tutored study unit. This written examination will be assigned 70% weight for the final grade in connection with the credit of that study unit.

10. If a candidate fails the written examination for a particular study unit, the candidate will be considered as having failed to obtain a pass for that study unit, and the grade assigned to the distance tuition assignment will not compensate for the overall grade given to the candidate as credit for that study unit. Re-sits are possible in terms of the main regulations.
11. The written examination for a particular study unit will normally be held at the end of each semester during which that study unit is offered. In special circumstances, however, the examinations can be held at other times.

12. The written examination for a particular study unit will normally be held in Malta. However, candidates may be granted the possibility of sitting for the written examination at a recognized educational institution outside Maltese territory if adequate arrangements are made with the office of the registrar.

D. RESEARCH COMPONENT

13. A distance tuition student will be expected to submit a proposal for a dissertation, and suggest a supervisor, under the conditions and deadlines applicable to “on campus” students. 

14. The dissertation supervisor of a student who is following the course by distance tuition should preferably reside in the country of residence of the student. 

15. It is up to the student to keep in touch with his/her dissertation supervisor. In order to submit the dissertation the student will need the written approval of his/her supervisor that sufficient interaction has taken place between the student and the supervisor.

16. The dissertation is to be submitted by end of August of the final year of the course at the latest. Extension periods of up to 6 months may be recommended by the Board of Studies, in terms with the MA-ISSS bye-laws.

17. All distance tuition students will be expected to sit for a viva voce examination in Malta in connection with their dissertation, unless adequate video-conferencing arrangements can be made at the expense of the student concerned. 

E. GUIDANCE FOR DISTANCE TUITION STUDENTS
18. Each distance tuition student will be assigned a guidance mentor to oversee that particular student’s overall progress.

19. The student will be given the name and contact details of the mentor to enable the student to contact the mentor in order (a) to seek guidance relating to the MA programme in general and to report any shortcomings of the MA programme.

� These rules supplement the Masters of Arts in Islands and Small States Studies Degree Course Regulations which can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://home.um.edu.mt/registrar/regulations/faculties/iss/MA-ISS-web.pdf" ��http://home.um.edu.mt/registrar/regulations/faculties/iss/MA-ISS-web.pdf�. They have been Aapproved by the Board of Islands and Small States Institute on 12 January 2006. 








